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200
RECEIVE AN IDENTIFICATION OF A FIRST PORTION OF CONTENT IN A SOURCE LAYER OF THE
DOCUMENT

201
IDENTIFY A SOURCE REDACTION REGION DEFINED BY A SELECTION OF THE FIRST
PORTION OF CONTENT IN THE SOURCE LAYER OF THE DOCUMENT

202
APPLY A REDACTION FUNCTION TO REDACT THE FIRST PORTION OF CONTENT FROM THE
SOURCE LAYER

203
AUTOMATICALLY IDENTIFY A SECOND PORTION OF CONTENT IN A TARGET LAYER IN THE
DOCUMENT OTHER THAN THE SOURCE LAYER THAT IS RELATED TO THE FIRST PORTION OF
CONTENT

204
IDENTIFY A TARGET REDACTION REGION IN THE TARGET LAYER OF THE
DOCUMENT THAT COINCIDES WITH THE SOURCE REDACTION REGION IN THE
SOURCE LAYER OF THE DOCUMENT

l

205
IDENTIFY CONTENT ASSOCIATED WITH THE TARGET REDACTION REGION AS THE
SECOND PORTION OF CONTENT

206
AUTOMATICALLY APPLY A REDACTION FUNCTION TO REDACT THE SECOND PORTION OF
CONTENT FROM THE TARGET LAYERV

FIG. 2
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206
IDENTIFY CONTENT ASSOCIATED WITH THE TARGET REDACTION REGION AS THE SECOND
PORTION OF CONTENT

207
IDENTIFY CONTENT FULLY CONTAINED WITHIN THE TARGET REDACTION
REGION AS THE SECOND PORTION OF CONTENT

AND/OR

208
IDENTIFY CONTENT THAT IS PARTIALLY CONTAINED WITHIN THE TARGET
REDACTION REGION AS THE SECOND PORTION OF CONTENT

y
2086
AUTOMATICALLY APPLY A REDACTION FUNCTION TO REDACT THE SECOND PORTION OF
CONTENT FROM THE TARGET LAYER

209
IF IDENTIFYING CONTENT ASSOCIATED WITH THE TARGET REDACTION REGION
IDENTIFIES CONTENT THAT IS PARTIALLY CONTAINED WITHIN THE TARGET
REDACTION REGION AS THE SECOND PORTION OF CONTENT, REDACT PARTS
OF THE SECOND PORTION OF CONTENT THAT EXIST BOTH OUTSIDE AND
INSIDE OF THE TARGET REDACTION REGION IN THE TARGET LAYER OF THE
DOCUMENT

FIG. 8
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204
AUTOMATICALLY IDENTIFY A SECOND PORTION OF CONTENT IN ATARGET LAYER IN THE
DOCUMENT OTHER THAN THE SOURCE LAYER THAT IS RELATED TO THE FIRST PORTION
OF CONTENT

220
IDENTIFY THE TARGET LAYER ONLY IF THE TARGET LAYER IS AT LEAST ONE
LAYER ORIENTED BELOW THE SOURCE LAYER IN THE DOCUMENT

AND/OR

221
IDENTIFY THE TARGET LAYER ONLY {F THE TARGET LAYER IS AT LEAST ONE
LAYER ORIENTED ABOVE THE SOURCE LAYER IN THE DOCUMENT

222
IDENTIFY WHEN AT LEAST ONE OF THE FIRST AND SECOND CONTENT PORTIONS THAT ARE
REDACTED INTERFERES WITH A DISPLAY OF NON-REDACTED CONTENT

]

223
IN RESPONSE, MODIFY AN APPEARANCE OF AT LEAST ONE OF THE FIRST AND SECOND
CONTENT PORTIONS THAT ARE REDACTED AND THE NON-REDACTED CONTENT TO
MINIMIZE INTERFERENCE WITH THE DISPLAY OF NON-REDACTED CONTENT

FIG. 10
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230
PROVIDING A LIST OF LAYERS CONTAINED IN THE DOCUMENT TO A USER

231
RECEIVING AN IDENTIFICATION OF LAYERS FROM THE LIST OF LAYERS TO WHICH AUTOMATIC
REDACTION SHOULD BE APPLIED

y
240
RECEIVING A SELECTION OF A REDACTION STYLE FROM A USER, THE REDACTION STYLE
DEFINING AN APPEARANCE OF REDACTED CONTENT IN THE DOCUMENT

241
OPERATING THE REDACTION FUNCTION TO APPLY THE REDACTION STYLE TO REDACTED
CONTENT TO ALLOW THAT CONTENT TO APPEAR IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REDACTION
STYLE SELECTED BY THE USER

202
APPLY A REDACTION FUNCTION TO REDACT THE FIRST PORTION OF CONTENT FROM THE
SCURCE LAYER

250
RENDER THE FIRST PORTION OF CONTENT IN A REDACTED FORM IN
ACCORDANCE WITH A FIRST REDACTION STYLE

206
AUTOMATICALLY APPLY A REDACTION FUNCTION TO REDACT THE SECOND PORTION OF
CONTENT FROM THE TARGET LAYERV

251
RENDER THE SECOND PORTION OF CONTENT IN A REDACTED FORM IN
ACCORDANCE WITH A SECOND STYLE THAT IS DIFFERENT FROM THE FIRST
REDACTION STYLE

FIG. 11
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
REDACTING CONTENT IN A DOCUMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/445,614 filed on Jun. 2, 2006, now allowed,
the contents of which are incorporated herein by this refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND

Conventional computer systems operate software applica-
tions that assist users in document processing and moditying
the information contained therein. Such software applica-
tions are commonly used to perform tasks for computer users
such as word processing, graphic design, image processing
and the like. Typically, these software applications provide
users with a variety of tools that facilitate the modification of
data within a document. More specifically, conventional soft-
ware applications provide tools enabling a user to select data,
such as text or image data, within a document and to manipu-
late and/or delete the selected data (e.g., highlighting a text
string in a word processing document and subsequently delet-
ing the highlighted text, or changing the font of the high-
lighted text).

As amore relevant example, various conventional software
applications include redaction tools that modity, or mark-up,
text data within a document such that the data is unrecogniz-
able and/or irretrievable by other users who have subsequent
access to the document. Generally, such conventional redac-
tion tools modify text within a document resulting in a ‘black
box’ or similar rectangular graphical barrier that serves as a
place-filler in lieu of the redacted text. An example applica-
tion of a conventional software redaction tool involves the
redaction of sensitive information contained in electronic
documents as part of the discovery phase during litigation.

SUMMARY

Conventional software applications that enable a user to
redact data in a document suffer from a number of drawbacks.
In particular, conventional software applications that contain
multi-layered documents are limited in that these applications
do not provide an integrated approach for automatically
redacting multiple layers within the document. While some
conventional technologies exist that do allow the piecemeal
redaction of content in multiple layers, such technologies are
not able to automatically redact content in separate layers in
response to user-initiated redaction in a first layer. Thus, in
light of conventional redaction software, a user must manu-
ally redact content contained in each layer of a multi-layered
document in order to provide the desired result of uniformly
redacted content among those multiple layers. This drawback
is further exacerbated in documents containing numerous
layers. For example, in a multi-layered schematic diagram of
a circuit board having component layers and conductive lay-
ers, a user would have to redact a component (e.g., resistor,
capacitor, etc.) at a component layer and then separately
redact the corresponding etched trace element(s) at the con-
ductive layers.

Another drawback results from the inability of conven-
tional technology to partially redact corresponding content in
separate layers of a document. In using the multi-layered
circuit board schematic example, assume that a user redacts a
graphical transistor element at the component level. Further
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assume that there is a corresponding etched trace element in
the conductive layer with portions oriented both inside and
outside of the redacted transistor region. With conventional
technology, the user would have to manually redact portions
of'the corresponding etched trace element that fall within the
redacted transistor region by applying a uniform redaction
area in the conductive layer having the same size and relative
proximity as the redaction region in the component layer.

Embodiments disclosed herein provide a method for
redacting content in a multi-layered document by executing a
content modifier process that redacts a first portion of content
in a source layer and then automatically redacts related con-
tent in at least one target layer. The related content may
correspond to the originally redacted first portion of content
by its relative proximity to the first portion of content, or by
some other logical relationship recognized by the content
modifier. Embodiments of the content modifier process dis-
closed herein therefore substantially overcome the aforemen-
tioned drawbacks. The content modifier receives an identifi-
cation of content to be redacted from a source layer in the
document whereby the identification defines a source redac-
tion region. Furthermore, the content modifier process over-
lays the source redaction region on corresponding areas of
other layers in the document to identify target redaction
regions in those other layers that contain target content. In
turn, the content modifier process identifies and redacts the
target content within target redaction regions.

For example, suppose a user is editing a multi-layered
building schematic having a structural, an electrical and a
plumbing layer. Further assume that the user selects an load-
bearing wall object to redact in the structural layer. In accor-
dance with embodiments discussed herein, upon the redac-
tion of the load-bearing wall in the structural layer, the
content modifier will automatically redact corresponding ele-
ments in the electrical and plumbing layers of the document.
For instance, if an outlet object were housed in the load-
bearing wall in the electrical layer, the content modifier would
automatically redact the outlet object in the electrical layer.
Moreover, if a portion of a pipe ran through the load-bearing
wall in the plumbing layer, the content modifier would auto-
matically redact that portion of the pipe which corresponds to
the area where the load-bearing wall was redacted. In a sepa-
rate embodiment discussed herein, the content modifier
would automatically redact the entire pipe (e.g., the portions
of the pipe located both inside and outside of the region
defined by the redacted load-bearing wall) in the plumbing
layer.

Other embodiments disclosed herein include any type of
computerized device, workstation, handheld or laptop com-
puter, or the like configured with software and/or circuitry
(e.g., a processor) to process any or all of the method opera-
tions disclosed herein. In other words, a computerized device
such as a computer or a data communications device or any
type of processor that is programmed or configured to operate
as explained herein is considered an embodiment disclosed
herein. Other embodiments disclosed herein include software
programs to perform the steps and operations summarized
above and disclosed in detail below. One such embodiment
comprises a computer program product that has a computer-
readable medium including computer program logic encoded
thereon that, when performed in a computerized device hav-
ing a coupling of a memory and a processor, programs the
processor to perform the operations disclosed herein. Such
arrangements are typically provided as software, code and/or
other data (e.g., data structures) arranged or encoded on a
computer readable medium such as an optical medium (e.g.,
CD-ROM), floppy or hard disk or other a medium such as
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firmware or microcode in one or more ROM or RAM or
PROM chips or as an Application Specific Integrated Circuit
(ASIC). The software or firmware or other such configura-
tions can be installed onto a computerized device to cause the
computerized device to perform the techniques explained as
embodiments disclosed herein.

It is to be understood that the system disclosed herein may
be embodied strictly as a software program, as software and
hardware, or as hardware alone. The embodiments disclosed
herein, may be employed in data communications devices
and other computerized devices and software systems for
such devices such as those manufactured by Adobe Systems
Incorporated of San Jose, Calif.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages
of the invention will be apparent from the following more
particular description of embodiments of the methods and
apparatus for redacting content in a document, as illustrated
in the accompanying drawings and figures in which like ref-
erence characters refer to the same parts throughout the dif-
ferent views. The drawings are not necessarily to scale, with
emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the embodi-
ments, principles and concepts of the methods and apparatus
for redacting content in a document.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a computerized system con-
figured with an application including a content modifier pro-
cess in accordance with one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of processing steps that shows high-
level processing operations performed by the content modi-
fier process when it processes document data in accordance
with one example configuration of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a graphical representation illustrating one
example embodiment of a content modifier that includes a
graphical user interface with a display area and object menu.

FIG. 4 is a graphical representation that illustrates one
implementation of the content modifier process when it iden-
tifies two layers within a graphical user interface.

FIG. 5 is a graphical representation that illustrates one
implementation of the content modifier process when it iden-
tifies a source redaction region within the source layer of a
graphical user interface.

FIG. 6 is a graphical representation that illustrates one
implementation of the content modifier process when it
defines a target redaction region after a redaction function has
been applied to the source redaction region.

FIG. 7 is a graphical representation that illustrates one
implementation of the content modifier process when it
applies a redaction function to both the source and target
redaction regions.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of processing steps that shows high-
level processing operations performed by the content modi-
fier process when it identifies content associated with the
target redaction region as the second portion of content in
accordance with one example configuration of the invention.

FIG. 9 is a graphical representation that illustrates one
implementation of the content modifier process when it
applies a redaction function to the entire second portion of
content.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart of processing steps that shows
high-level processing operations performed by the content
modifier process when it identifies a second portion of con-
tent in a target layer in accordance with one example configu-
ration of the invention.

FIG. 11 is a flow chart of processing steps that shows
high-level processing operations performed by the content
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modifier process when it redacts data within a document in
accordance with one example configuration of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1is a block diagram illustrating example architecture
of a computer system 110 that executes, runs, interprets,
operates or otherwise performs a content modifier application
150-1 and process 150-2 configured in accordance with
embodiments of the invention. The computer system 110 may
be any type of computerized device such as a personal com-
puter, workstation, portable computing device, console, lap-
top, network terminal or the like. As shown in this example,
the computer system 110 includes an interconnection mecha-
nism 111 such as a data bus, motherboard or other circuitry
that couples a memory system 112, a processor 113, an input/
output interface 114, and a communications interface 115. An
input device 116 (e.g., one or more user/developer controlled
devices such as a keyboard, mouse, touch pad, etc.) couples to
the computer system 110 and processor 113 through an input/
output (I/O) interface 114 and enables a user 106 to provide
input signals and generally control a graphical user interface
160 that the content modifier application 150-1 and process
150-2 provides on the computer display 130.

The memory system 112 is any type of computer readable
medium and in this example is encoded with a content modi-
fier application 150-1 that supports generation, display, and
implementation of functional operations as explained herein.
The content modifier application 150-1 may be embodied as
software code such as data and/or logic instructions (e.g.,
code stored in the memory or on another computer readable
medium such as a removable disk) that supports processing
functionality according to different embodiments described
herein. During operation of the computer system 110, the
processor 113 accesses the memory system 112 via the inter-
connect 111 in order to launch, run, execute, interpret or
otherwise perform the logic instructions of the content modi-
fier application 150-1. Execution of the content modifier
application 150-1 in this manner produces processing func-
tionality in a content modifier process 150-2. In other words,
the process 150-2 represents one or more portions or runtime
instances of the application 150-1 (or the entire application
150) performing or executing within or upon the processor
113 in the computerized device 110 at runtime.

Further details of configurations explained herein will now
be provided with respect to flow charts of processing steps
that show the high level operations disclosed herein to per-
form the content modifier process 150-2, as well as graphical
representations that illustrate implementations of the various
configurations of the content modifier process 150-2.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of processing steps that shows high-
level processing operations performed by the content modi-
fier 150 when it redacts data within a document in accordance
with one example configuration.

In step 200, the content modifier 150 receives an identifi-
cation for a first portion of content in a source layer of the
document. Generally, a user selects, or highlights, a particular
portion of content within the source layer of a document. The
source layer is the active layer of the document (in most cases
oriented in an unobstructed view in the graphical user inter-
face) in which the user is currently working within. Typically,
the user selects the first portion of content by manipulating a
cursor in the graphical user interface 160 using a mouse,
keyboard, or similar input device 116. For example, the user
may highlight a particular portion of text by depressing a
mouse button while dragging the cursor across the desired
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text or, alternatively, the user may use the arrow keys on a
keyboard while depressing the Shift key.

For instance, FIG. 3 is a graphical representation illustrat-
ing an example embodiment of the content modifier 150 that
includes a graphical user interface 160 with a display area 161
and object menu 162. Contained within the display area 161
are graphical furniture objects 166-1 and 166-2. A drop down
menu 163 is shown whereby the content redaction tool 164
has been selected by a user and is highlighted. With the
content redaction tool 164, a user may select various graphi-
cal objects located in the display area 161 using any of the
above methods. As an example, a user may employ content
redaction tool 164-1 to select furniture object 166-1 with an
input device (e.g., a mouse) by highlighting the desired object
with the cursor. Similarly, in a separate embodiment a user
may employ the text redaction tool 164-2 to highlight text in
an Adobe® Portable Document Format (PDF) file being
edited in an Adobe Acrobat® application.

FIG. 4 is a graphical representation depicting an another
example embodiment of the content modifier 150 that
includes the graphical user interface 160 with display area
161 and object menu 162. The display area 160 contains a
graphical representation of two separate layers within the
graphical user interface 160 that are graphically situated in an
overlapping configuration. The first layer 165 consists of a
first furniture object 166-1 (e.g., a cubicle layout) and a sec-
ond furniture object 166-2. The second layer 170 consists of
a wall object 171 that is graphically situated below the first
layer 165. To demonstrate this, the first layer 165 is said to be
graphically oriented above the second layer 170 because the
furniture objects 166 are displayed (instead of the wall object
171) where the two layers intersect. For purposes of this
example, assume that a user has selected the first furniture
object 166-1 inthe first layer 165 via an input device 116 (e.g.,
a mouse). As such, the first layer 165 becomes the source
layer and the content modifier 150 receives the identification
of'the first furniture object 166-1 as the first portion of content
in the source layer.

In step 201, the content modifier 150 identifies a source
redaction region 175 defined by a selection of the first portion
of'content in the source layer of the document. In other words,
after receiving the identification of the first portion of content
(e.g., the first furniture object 166-1), the content modifier
150 identifies a graphical region in the source layer in which
to apply the redaction function. Typically, the source redac-
tionregion 175 is a substantially rectangular area proximately
surrounding the first portion of content. However, the redac-
tionregion may assume any shape or size to adequately redact
graphical elements in accordance with various embodiments
of the content modifier 150 (e.g., a star-shaped redaction
region for redacting a star-shaped object).

For example, FIG. 5 is a graphical representation illustrat-
ing an example configuration of the content modifier 150 that
includes a graphical user interface 160 with a display area 161
and object menu 162. The display area 160 contains graphical
representations of the first layer 165 graphically situated atop
the second layer 170. In this example, a source redaction
region 175 surrounds the first furniture object 166-1 and is
indicated by an outlined box with an ‘X’ through the box.

In step 202, the content modifier 150 applies a redaction
function to redact the first portion of content from the source
layer. In various embodiments, the redaction function oper-
ates as a typical software redaction tool commonly known in
the art. To that effect, a typical redaction function modifies the
redaction region (e.g., converts all pixels within the redaction
region to a uniform color) and removes the content from
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memory such that a subsequent user of the document would
be unable to recover the redacted content.

In an example configuration depicted in FIG. 5, the content
modifier 150 applies a redaction function to the first furniture
object 166-1 in the first layer 165. As a result, the source
redaction region 175 is modified such that the first furniture
object 166-1 does not appear in the first layer 165. The entire
wall object 171 still appears in the graphical user interface
160 since it is in a separate graphical layer (e.g., the second
layer 170). In accordance with alternate configurations, the
redaction function may modity the redaction region 175 by
implementing various colors, patterns, user-defined text or
other similar redaction schemes.

In step 203, the content modifier 150 automatically iden-
tifies a second portion of content in a target layer in the
document other than the source layer that is related to the first
portion of content. Typically, the second portion of content is
related to the first portion of content by its relative proximity
to the first portion of content in the target layer. For example,
in FIG. 6 the content modifier 150 identifies the wall object
171 in the target layer (e.g., the second layer 170) as the
second portion of content since, in relation to the source layer
(e.g., the first layer 165), the wall object 171 is proximately
located below the redacted first furniture object 166-1. How-
ever, in alternate embodiments the target layer content does
not necessarily have to be proximately located relative to the
first portion of content in the source layer in order to be
identified as the second portion of content by the content
modifier 150. Rather, the target layer content may have some
other logical relationship with the first portion of content in
the source layer (e.g., related content having a ‘top secret’ or
‘confidential’ classification).

In step 204, the content modifier 150 identifies a target
redaction region 176 in the target layer of the document that
coincides with the source redaction region in the source layer
of'the document. Accordingly, the target redaction region 176
defines an area substantially the same as the source redaction
region 175 within the graphical user interface 160. As an
example, in FI1G. 6 the content modifier 150 identifies a target
redaction region 176 that defines an area substantially the
same as the source redaction region 175. In this example it
appears that the source redaction region 175 was superim-
posed onto the target layer (e.g., the second layer 170) to
create the target redaction region 176.

In step 205, the content modifier 150 identifies content
associated with the target redaction region 176 as the second
portion of content. In other words, after defining the target
redaction region 176, the content modifier 150 identifies con-
tent from the target layer (e.g., the second layer 170) that is
graphically situated within the target redaction region 176. As
depicted in the example configuration of FIG. 5, the content
modifier 150 identifies the portion of the wall object 171
oriented within the target redaction region 176 as the second
portion of content. It should be noted that the content modifier
150 may identify other target layer objects oriented within the
target redaction region as part of the second portion of con-
tent. For example, assume that a portion of a second wall
object (defined in the target layer) is oriented within the target
redaction region 176. As such, in an alternate embodiment the
content modifier 150 may include the second wall object
portion in addition to the first wall object portion as part of the
second portion of content.

In step 206, the content modifier 150 automatically applies
a redaction function to redact the second portion of content
from the target layer. Similar to the redaction function applied
to the source redaction region 175, the redaction function
modifies the target redaction region 176 (e.g., converts all
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pixels within the redaction region to a uniform color) and
removes the content from memory such that a subsequent
user of the document would be unable to recover the redacted
content. FIG. 7 illustrates an example configuration where the
content modifier 150 automatically applies a redaction func-
tion to the target redaction region 176. As shown in FIG. 7, the
second portion of content (e.g., the portion of the wall object
171 oriented within the target redaction region 176 ) has been
redacted and removed from the graphical user interface 160.

Generally, in cases involving a plurality of layers in the
document, the content modifier 150 repeats the steps of, 1)
automatically identifying a second portion of content (e.g.,
wall object 171) in the document that is related to the first
portion of content (e.g., first furniture object 166-1), and ii)
automatically applying a redaction function to redact the
second portion of content. In operation, the content modifier
150 repeats the aforementioned steps for second portions of
content in each of multiple layers of the document other than
the source layer, so that the second portions of content in each
of the multiple layers are automatically redacted.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of processing steps that shows high-
level processing operations performed by the content modi-
fier 150 when it identifies content associated with the target
redaction region as the second portion of content in accor-
dance with one example configuration.

In step 207, the content modifier 150 identifies content
fully contained within the target redaction region as the sec-
ond portion of content. More specifically, only content from
the target layer (e.g., the second layer 170) that is fully
enclosed within the graphical bounds of the target redaction
region 176 can be identified as the second portion of content.
Inreferencing FIG. 6 as an example embodiment, the content
modifier 150 would not identify the wall object 171 as a
second portion of content because the wall object 171 is not
fully contained within the target redaction region 176 bound-
aries.

In step 208, the content modifier 150 identifies content that
is partially contained within the target redaction region as the
second portion of content. Counter to step 207, the content
modifier 150 identifies content that is graphically oriented
both inside and outside of the target redaction region. Thus, as
in one example embodiment, the entire wall object 171 shown
in FIG. 6 is identified as the second portion of content by the
content modifier 150 since the wall object 171 is at least
partially contained within the target redaction region 176.

In step 209, if the content modifier 150 identifies content
associated with the target redaction region identifies content
that is partially contained within the target redaction region as
the second portion of content, the content modifier 150
redacts parts of the second portion of content that exist both
outside and inside of the target redaction region in the target
layer of the document. In effect, if an object in the target layer
atleast partially intersects with the target redaction region, the
content modifier 150 redacts the entire object as a result. To
demonstrate, FIG. 9 shows an example embodiment whereby
the entire wall object 171 has been redacted. This is due to the
fact that, in reference to FIG. 5, the wall object 171 was at
least partially contained within the target redaction region
176.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart of processing steps that shows
high-level processing operations performed by the content
modifier 150 when it identifies a second portion of content in
a target layer in accordance with one example configuration.

In step 220, the content modifier 150 identifies the target
layer only if the target layer is at least one layer oriented
below the source layer in the document. In some instances
where documents have multiple layers, the layout may be
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configured such that multiple layers are oriented both above
and below the source layer. Typically, the orientation of the
layers is graphically configured such that the layers located
above overlap the layers located below. Nonetheless, layers
within a document may be organized in other various logical
representations that do not necessarily depend upon the
graphical overlap within the display area 161 (e.g., related
content having a “top secret’ or ‘confidential’ classification).
With respect to step 220, only layers oriented below the
source layer may be identified as target layers. As illustrated
in an example embodiment shown in FIG. 4, the second layer
170 containing the wall object 171 is oriented below the first
layer 165 since the content in the first layer 165 (e.g., the
furniture objects 166) overlap the content in the second layer
170 (e.g., the wall object 171) and dominates the view in the
graphical user interface 160.

In step 221, the content modifier 150 identifies the target
layer only if the target layer is at least one layer oriented above
the source layer in the document. In other words, only layers
oriented above the source layer may be identified as target
layers in this particular embodiment.

In step 222, the content modifier 150 identifies when at
least one of the first and second content portions that are
redacted interferes with a display of non-redacted content.
Generally, there are two situations in which a redacted portion
interferes with the display of non-redacted content. The first
situation occurs when the redacted content is located in at
least one layer oriented below the non-redacted content. As an
example, if a rectangular region has been redacted (e.g., a
black box replacing the content) in a layer oriented below a
layer containing non-redacted text, the text may appear
unreadable in the graphical user interface 160 due to the lack
of contrast between the text and the redacted background.
Likewise, a second situation may occur where the redacted
content is located in at least one layer oriented above the
non-redacted content. In a similar example, if a rectangular
region has been redacted using a black box and that layer is
oriented above a layer containing text, the text may be par-
tially or completely obstructed by the above-layered redacted
region. In either scenario, the content modifier 150 would
identify when the redacted content portions interfere, obscure
or obstruct the display of non-redacted content within the
document, according to a particular embodiment of the inven-
tion.

In step 223, in response to the interfering content, the
content modifier 150 modifies an appearance of at least one of
the first and second content portions that are redacted and the
non-redacted content to minimize interference with the dis-
play of non-redacted content. In one example embodiment,
the content modifier 150 converts the interfering redacted
portions into semitransparent (or semi-opaque) renditions of
the original redacted portions. Thus, in the case of the inter-
fering redacted portions oriented above the non-redacted con-
tent, the transparent quality of the redacted portions mitigates
its obstructive effect.

Furthermore, in another embodiment the content modifier
150 changes the color of the interfering redacted portions.
This is applicable where non-redacted text in one layer is
unreadable because of the lack of contrast with the redacted
portions situated in a lower layer. For instance, in an example
configuration the content modifier 150 changes the color of
the interfering redacted portions from black to yellow such
that the non-redacted black text located in an above layer is
discernible from the background redacted portions. Similarly,
in yet another embodiment the content modifier 150 changes
the color of the non-redacted content (instead of changing the
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color of the interfering redacted portion) such that the non-
redacted content is discernible from the redacted background
portions.

In still yet another embodiment, the content modifier 150
removes the interfering redacted portions such that remaining
space in the graphical user interface 160 appears blank and/or
unoccupied. This configuration may be implemented when
the interfering redacted portions are located either above or
below the layer containing the non-redacted content.

FIG. 11 is a flow chart of processing steps that shows
high-level processing operations performed by the content
modifier 150 when it redacts data within a document in accor-
dance with one example configuration.

In step 230, the content modifier 150 provides a list of
layers contained in the document to a user. Typically, the list
oflayers contains those layers that contain redactable content
(e.g., data in which a redaction function can be applied
thereto) within the document. In various embodiments, the
list of layers may be provided within the graphical user inter-
face 160 as a list or table, in a drop down menu as a list or
table, in a separate graphical user interface or window as a list
or table, or any other similar means for presenting interactive
data to a user in a display.

In step 231, the content modifier 150 receives an identifi-
cation of layers from the list of layers to which automatic
redaction should be applied. As a result, the content modifier
150 will apply the redaction function to only those layers
(e.g., target layers) identified as redactable layers in accor-
dance with the embodiments discussed herein. In one
example configuration, a user selects (e.g., toggles a button in
a drop down menu) those layers in which the redaction func-
tion should be automatically applied upon redaction of con-
tent within a source layer. Conversely, in a separate configu-
ration, a user selects those layers in which the content
modifier 150 should not apply the redaction function during
the redaction of a source layer.

In step 240, the content modifier 150 receives a selection of
a redaction style from a user, the redaction style defining an
appearance of redacted content in the document. The selec-
tion of a redaction style may include, but is not limited to, a
redaction color, a redaction pattern, a redaction texture, user-
defined text, or a combination thereof, and/or other similar
modes for varying the graphical representation of redacted
data. In example embodiments, the selection of a redaction
style may be provided within the graphical user interface 160
as a list or table, in a drop down menu as a list or table, in a
separate graphical user interface or window as a list or table,
or any other similar means for presenting interactive data to a
user in a display.

In step 241, the content modifier 150 operates the redaction
function to apply the redaction style to redacted content to
allow that content to appear in accordance with the redaction
style selected by the user. For example, suppose a user selects
aredaction style that includes, inter alia, a hash pattern within
the redaction region. Accordingly, the content modifier 150
will apply a redaction function to content having a respective
redaction style such that the resultant redacted content would
contain a hash pattern.

In step 250, the content modifier 150 renders the first
portion of content in a redacted form in accordance with a first
redaction style. In various embodiments, the first redaction
style (e.g., color, pattern, text, etc.) may be predetermined by
the content modifier 150, a separate process and/or a user.

In step 251, the content modifier 150 renders the second
portion of content in a redacted form in accordance with a
second redaction style that is different from the first redaction
style. According to one example embodiment, in order to
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discern between related redacted content in the layers of a
document, the content modifier 150 renders the redacted con-
tent of the source layer in a different redaction style than the
redacted content in the target layer(s). For example, in one
embodiment the content modifier 150 renders a first portion
of content in the source layer with a blue tint and, in turn, the
content modifier 150 renders a second portion of content in a
target layer with a red tint.

It is noted that example configurations disclosed herein
include the content modifier application 150-1 itself (i.e., in
the form of un-executed or nonperforming logic instructions
and/or data). The content modifier application 150-1 may be
stored on a computer readable medium (such as a floppy
disk), hard disk, electronic, magnetic, optical or other com-
puter readable medium. The content modifier application
150-1 may also be stored in a memory system 112 such as in
firmware, read only memory (ROM), or, as in this example, as
executable code in, for example, Random Access Memory
(RAM). In addition to these embodiments, it should also be
noted that other embodiments herein include the execution of
the content modifier application 150-1 in the processor 113 as
the content modifier process 150-2. In another alternative
configuration, the content modifier process 150-2 may be
embedded in the operating system or may operate as a sepa-
rate process from the application and may track all user input
or only some user input (such as mouse movement or clicks,
but not keyboard input). Those skilled in the art will under-
stand that the computer system 110 may include other pro-
cesses and/or software and hardware components, such as an
operating system not shown in this example.

While configurations of the system and method have been
particularly shown and described with references to configu-
rations thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art
that various changes in form and details may be made therein
without departing from the scope of the invention. Accord-
ingly, the present invention is not intended to be limited by the
example configurations provided above.

We claim:

1. A method comprising:

receiving, at a computerized device, a selection of a first

portion of content in a source layer of a multi-layer
document, wherein a source redaction region is defined
by the selection of the first portion; and

applying, at the computerized device, a redaction function

to redact the first portion of content from the source
layer; and

in response to applying the redaction function, via the

computerized device, automatically:

identifying a second portion of content for redaction in a
target layer, the target layer graphically situated in an
overlapping configuration with the source layer in the
multi-layer document, wherein content associated
with a target redaction region in the target layer is
identified as the second portion of content, the target
redaction region identified in the target layer based on
the target redaction region in the target layer coincid-
ing with the source redaction region defined by the
selection in the source layer in which the first portion
of content was redacted; and

applying the redaction function to redact the second
portion of content from the target layer.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising identifying
content associated with the target redaction region as the
second portion of content by identifying content fully con-
tained within the target redaction region as the second portion
of content.
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3. The method of claim 1 further comprising identifying
content associated with the target redaction region as the
second portion of content by identifying content that is par-
tially contained within the target redaction region as the sec-
ond portion of content.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein applying the redaction
function to redact the second portion of content further com-
prises redacting both:

parts of the content partially contained within the target
that are inside of the target redaction region; and

parts of the content partially contained within the target
that are outside of the target redaction region.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the second portion is
identified and redacted only if the target layer is below the
source layer in the document.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the second portion is
identified and redacted only if the target layer is above the
source layer in the document.

7. The method of claim 1 comprising:

displaying, at the computerized device, a list of layers
contained in the document; and

receiving, at the computerized device, an identification of
layers from the list of layers to which automatic redac-
tion should be applied.

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the second portion of
content is identified as content in the target layer having at
least one similar privacy setting as the first portion of content.

9. A computerized device comprising:

a memory, a processor and a communications interface
coupled by an interconnection mechanism coupling,
wherein the memory is encoded with a content modifier
application that when executed on the processor pro-
vides a content modifier process that implements docu-
ment processing on the computerized device, the content
modifier process providing steps comprising:
receiving a selection of a first portion of content in a

source layer of a multi-layer document, wherein a

source redaction region is defined by the selection of

the first portion;

applying a redaction function to redact the first portion
of content from the source layer; and
in response to applying the redaction function automati-

cally:

identifying a second portion of content for redaction
in atarget layer, the target layer graphically situated
in an overlapping configuration with the source
layer in the multi-layer document, wherein content
associated with a target redaction region in the tar-
get layer is identified as the second portion of con-
tent, the target redaction region identified in the
target layer based on the target redaction region in
the target layer coinciding with the source redac-
tion region defined by the selection in the source
layer in which the first portion of content was
redacted; and

applying the redaction function to redact the second
portion of content from the target layer.
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10. The computerized device of claim 9 wherein the steps
further comprise identifying content associated with the tar-
get redaction region as the second portion of content by
identifying content fully contained within the target redaction
region as the second portion of content.

11. The computerized device of claim 9 wherein the steps
further comprise identifying content associated with the tar-
get redaction region as the second portion of content by
identifying content that is partially contained within the target
redaction region as the second portion of content.

12. The computerized device of claim 11 wherein applying
the redaction function to redact the second portion of content
further comprises redacting both:

parts of the content partially contained within the target

that are inside of the target redaction region; and

parts of the content partially contained within the target

that are outside of the target redaction region.

13. The computerized device of claim 9 wherein the second
portion is identified and redacted only if the target layer is
below the source layer in the document.

14. The computerized device of claim 9 wherein the second
portion is identified and redacted only if the target layer is
above the source layer in the document.

15. The computerized device of claim 9 wherein the steps
further comprise:

displaying a list of layers contained in the document; and

receiving an identification of layers from the list of layers

to which automatic redaction should be applied.

16. The computerized device of claim 9 wherein the second
portion of content is identified as content in the target layer
having at least one similar privacy setting as the first portion
of content.

17. A non-transitory computer readable medium encoded
with executable instructions operable on a processor, the
instructions comprising:

instructions for receiving, at a computerized device, a

selection of a first portion of content in a source layer of
a multi-layer document, wherein a source redaction
region is defined by the selection of the first portion; and

instructions for applying, at the computerized device, a

redaction function to redact the first portion of content
from the source layer; and

instructions for, in response to applying the redaction func-

tion, via the computerized device, automatically:

identifying a second portion of content for redaction in a
target layer, the target layer graphically situated in an
overlapping configuration with the source layer in the
multi-layer document, wherein content associated
with a target redaction region in the target layer is
identified as the second portion of content, the target
redaction region identified in the target layer based on
the target redaction region in the target layer coincid-
ing with the source redaction region defined by the
selection in the source layer in which the first portion
of content was redacted; and

applying the redaction function to redact the second
portion of content from the target layer.
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